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A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

T ——
In April, our anti-humanewashing campaign made national headlines with the
publication of our major investigation into antibiotic and other drug residues in When I'look at the history and successes of the movement to end factory farming, 'm
animal products marketed as “raised without antibiotics.” In August, our testing encouraged by the progress we are seeing bothin pllbliC attitudes and in tangible pOliCiCS.

data was used in a class action lawsuit alleging that a major natural food retailer is
deceiving the public by marketing meat as “raised without antibiotics.”

In November we released our second annual survey of consumer beliefs, con-
firming that what shoppers believe is wildly out of sync with the reality of farmed
animals’ lives—even when it comes to the most trusted labels and retailers. I gave
twenty TV and radio interviews about our survey results, appearing on Fox and
ABC, and in the New York Post.

As Farm Forward has gone public with our accountability work, allies have asked

me why we don’t just focus on the worst-of-the-worst companies, and why we

would focus attention on the companies that market themselves as “better”

alternatives. The answer is simple—we do this because, over and over, American

consumers tell us that they expect better from the meat industry than what labels

and regulators currently require. Dozens of consumer surveys, including our own,

show that Americans overwhelmingly oppose factory farming, and are willing

to find and pay for animal products from farms that raise animals under more - — o

humane conditions. So shouldn’t we as farmed animal advocates at the very least e e e

demand what consumers expect? . s AL o : e - B e 1 B o -
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And, personally, I do this because to get up every day and fight for farmed animals,
I need to have hope in the possibility of systemic change, change that points to the - _ _ R "
end of factory farming. Getting there starts with telling the truth. P ' , s A AT | 1 e TRAC N St o B T B ey
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Onward and forward,

Andrew deCoriolis
Executive Director
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Avian Flu Spread in the US. Worries
Poultry Industry
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Farm Forward generated unprecedented media coverage in 2022 on topics
including pandemics, humanewashing, and the cattle industry’s contribution

to drought. In February, the New York Times published our Letter to the

Editor responding to their video series on the modern poultry industry. Our
letter marked the first time the New York Times published the term humanewashing
in its 170-year history. The following week, the New York Times quoted our
Executive Director, Andrew deCoriolis, in its article about avian flu.

Farm Forward’s reports, videos, and ad campaigns led to many media outlets
covering the topic of humanewashing for the first time in national print and TV
news. Dozens of news outlets directly covered our antibiotics investigation and

related lawsuit, including Forbes, National Public Radio, Fox Business, CBS, ABC,

The Kitchn, the Washington Times, and Food & Wine magazine. The lawsuit news
was also picked up by the Reuters wire service and republished in 300+ outlets,
including U.S. News, Apple News, and Yahoo News, as well as insider meat industry
and legal media like Meat & Poultry magazine, Food Safety News, MeatingPlace
magazine, topclassactions.com, Law360, and JDSupra.com. The story’s total
global reach was conservatively estimated at around 500 million people.

Farm Forward’s product testing
revealed that Whole Foods’ Beef
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Beef Marketing Slogan Syt

“A Look Inside the “The Whole Foods Label Says The Meat “Whole Foods Lawsuit Claims
Chicken Industry” Is Free Of Antibiotics, But A Lawsuit Beef Sold at Stores Breaks
Claims That’s Not Always True” Promise of ‘No Antibiotics, Ever’”

In November Andrew conducted a national media tour, NOVEMBER
and was featured in 20 TV and radio interviews generating M E D I A
1,892 stories both broadcast and online across the country.

Andrew warned the public about the ongoing threat of humanewashing and bird

flu, raised awareness of the growing trend to serve more plant-based foods for the
holidays, and explained how consumers are being deceived by welfare labels, as
revealed in Farm Forward’s consumer surveys.

In 2022 the Jewish Initiative for Animals published four Op-Eds and its campaign
about humanewashing in kosher industries was featured in Jewish and mainstream
media. The news coverage focused on the humanewashing campaign (which

has been supported by 250 leading rabbis), JIFA’s research revealing the faulty
consumer perception that kosher is better for animals, as well as JIFA’s drug
testing research that included positive results for drug residue in chicken

products from the largest kosher poultry producer, Empire Kosher.
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“Kosher does not always “Kosher is going mainstream; “Another New Year, Another

mean better, especially for food safety an important issue” Drought: Time to Reflect”
animals and meat”



https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/kosher-does-not-always-mean-better-especially-for-animals-and-meat/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/17/opinion/letters/chicken-industry.html
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https://www.foodandwine.com/news/whole-foods-beef-antibiotics-lawsuit
https://www.foodandwine.com/news/whole-foods-beef-antibiotics-lawsuit
https://www.foodandwine.com/news/whole-foods-beef-antibiotics-lawsuit
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/04/kosher-is-going-mainstream-food-safety-an-important-issue/
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https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/another-new-year-another-drought-time-to-reflect/
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/another-new-year-another-drought-time-to-reflect/

In 2022 Farm Forward’s Humanewashing Campaign raised
awareness of humanewashing as a corporate deception

tactic akin to greenwashing, leading to increased the use

of the term humanewashing by U.S. media and nonprofits.

In April, we released results of our year-long investigation that tested chicken
and cow products (including meat from Whole Foods Market certified as having
“no antibiotics, ever”) for antibiotic residues. Among our positive drug results,

in a product labeled ”Animal Welfare Certified by Global Animal Partnership,”
“Organic,” and “antibiotic free,” we found residue of an antibiotic, monensin, that
is typically used as a growth-promoter in cattle. Antibiotics and other drugs are
used widely on factory farms to keep animals alive in cruel and filthy conditions
that might otherwise kill them.

Our antibiotics findings were bolstered by a peer-reviewed study published in
Science which presents empirical evidence that a significant percentage of cattle
—up to 22 percent—within the Global Animal Partnership’s Animal Welfare
Certified™ program, which is used by Whole Foods, have come from feedyards

, where testing suggests antibiotics were administered routinely. In other words,

= \"i _ these were not isolated incidents affecting only individual animals but entire herds.
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“I'believe in the power of conscientious individuals—

shoppers, farmers, and voters—to change our food system: # o
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Photo by Andrew Skowro 1\IZVe Animals Media

In keeping with our concerns about GAP and Whole Foods falling short of
consumers’ expectations about animal welfare, their failure to prevent the misuse
of antibiotics within their supply chain calls into question their ability to make
guarantees about animal welfare. Whole Foods continues to use labels like GAP’s
Animal Welfare Certified™ to humanewash, obscuring the truth that the vast
majority of products on their shelves come from factory farms.

In August, our research findings were included in a
consumer class action lawsuit against Whole Foods,
which Farm Forward joined as a co-plaintiff.

In 2021, we brought together a coalition of public health, animal, and environmental
groups to challenge the highly-deceptive new certification scheme, One Health
Certified. In 2022, that coalition engaged the USDA Food Safety Inspection

Service to urge the agency to create new guidelines for meat labeled with claims

like “humanely raised” and “antibiotic free.” This new collaboration between animal
and public health advocacy groups opens many possibilities for strengthening our
collective work in the policy sector.

Photo by Nikki Ritcher / We Animals Media
“Factory farms use antibiotics and other drugs extensively
to ‘manage’ infectious diseases and parasites in crowded
conditions. The conditions under which animals are
raised in factory farms make them easy breeding grounds
for antimicrobial resistance and even future pandemics.”
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF JIFA

How we act toward the other animals with whom we
share this world reflects to what extent we live up to

the divine spark we have been gifted.
Ellie Fajer joined as our Food Policy Intern, and has been instrumental in
At Jewish Initiative For Animals (JIFA) our goal is to help promote animal supporting our campaigns and working directly with Hillels on improving
welfare and ethical consumption so that the divine within us can shine outside their food practices, including her own at Stanford University.

of us. We do this by helping align the Jewish community’s food choices with our

tradition’s values. Melissa Hoffman continues her excellent work as our Director of Programs,
developing new initiatives and campaigns while keeping us focused on our
core mission. She has been an invaluable partner.

This has been an exciting year for JIFA.

We continue to find ways to challenge people’s assumptions about kosher,
revealing Empire Kosher Poultry’s links to factory farms’ abysmal animal welfare
practices and unregulated drug and antibiotic use. By raising awareness about In addition, we had our first 2 synagogues sign up to go DefaultVeg, and submitted
the relationship between water usage restriction in Los Angeles and industrial aresolution to the Rabbinical Assembly (the union of Conservative Rabbis
agriculture, we highlighted the connection between our diets and the ongoing representing over 1,500 rabbis) calling them to evaluate factory farms, to address
southwestern drought. the “gulf between industrial food supply practices and our ethics and expectations
of a kosher certification.” (That resolution passed overwhelmingly and the
committee is already formulating a series of recommendations.)
by Victoria de Martigny / We Animals Media; (below) Jo-Anne McArthur / W '
This past year’s work and growth leaves us excited for the year to come. At its
core, the Torah is a call to responsibility that echoes throughout Jewish tradition.
Through JIFA’s advocacy for institutional change, we fight to create a more caring
and just society for people and the animals in our care.

With gratitude,

i

LY
Jonathan Bernhard, Rabbi
Executive Director, Jewish Initiative for Animals
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Farm Forward is proud to be

supported by Dr. Bronners, a
company that not only makes
grants to anti-factory-farming
groups like Farm Forward, but

also lives out our values in their

business practices, from what
they serve in their cafeteria

to how they source products
ethically in their supply chains.
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GREENER BY DEFAULT

Two decades ago national legislation like this seemed elusive. But hindsight reveals
that advocacy taking place at all levels of society and government paved the way:
city councils banned new construction from including fossil gas appliances,
universities and businesses adopted climate neutrality targets, and states passed
regulations to require renewable electricity generation.

Farm Forward and our partners are pushing for these kinds of changes in our food
system right now—and winning. This year the work of the Better Food Foundation
and Greener by Default—which grew out of Farm Forward’s Leadership Circle
program—helped all of New York City’s public hospitals switch to serving
plants-based meals by default to their patients. Our team also helped the city

of San Diego adopt its new climate action plan that incentivizes low-carbon,
plant-based food for the first time.

The animal welfare and meat reduction standards we
helped the Center for Good Food Purchasing develop are
being adopted by dozens of cities and states across the
U.S. All these outcomes felt elusive to us just five years ago.

It might seem like we face a long road to passing transformative agricultural policy,
but it’s critical to remember that this is what progress looked like in the climate
movement. Also, as we’ve seen with the IRA, a political moment that enables more
radical systemic change can emerge quickly. When we reach that moment in the
farmed animal protection movement, how can we ensure that we are ready for it?

We need your support to continue to build momentum.
Will you help us as we chart the path toward systemic change?

Let’s build a better future together.

With gratitude,

Andrew deCoriolis
Executive Director
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https://plantbasednews.org/lifestyle/food/new-york-city-hospitals-serve-vegan-food-default/?mc_cid=7b7c160860&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://plantbasednews.org/lifestyle/food/new-york-city-hospitals-serve-vegan-food-default/?mc_cid=7b7c160860&mc_eid=UNIQID

GUIDING THE MOVEMENT
TO CHANGE THE WAY
OUR WORLD EATS AND FARMS.

Contact us at info@farmforward.com
Tel. 877-313-3276 - PO Box 4120 - Portland, OR 97208

@ FARMFORWARD



